[Effector functions of the polynuclear eosinophil].
The effector function of eosinophils is studied in experimental models, emphasizing the prominent role played by antibodies among which IgE, and also the activation of the cytotoxic activity by mast cell-derived ECF. A tetrapeptides. The demonstration of the cytolytic effect of basic proteins present in eosinophil granules allows to clarify this mechanism on a molecular basis. Eosinophil effector function is then envisaged in various clinical situations. In pulmonary eosinophilias, a relation appears between the detection of proteins released by eosinophils and the tissue damage. Eosinophils seem also to be implied in the inflammatory process characteristic of endomyocardial disease or in Crohn's disease. Whereas they were first considered as beneficial cells for the host, the eosinophil granulocytes may therefore express according to the targets, a dual either beneficial or nocious function.